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Cost not exceeding 
£x per tonne CO2

The last thing you would think a busy
project manager delivering a £500m
project with a tight timescale and
exacting client would want is to take
on a complicated new way of
assessing sustainability.

But Peel people rise to the challenge
and when we were asked if
MediaCityUK could be a pilot to help
develop a new “BREEAM for
Communities” standard we said yes.

BREEAM is the process whereby
sustainability is measured in
development - it is meticulous and
covers a wide range of social and
environmental issues.

MediaCityUK has already been assessed
under BREEAM as “excellent”, the
highest standard possible at the time.

What the Building Research
Establishment wanted to do was to
develop an assessment process that

looked much more widely at large
mixed-use sites. MediaCityUK fitted the
bill perfectly, and so we have been
working closely with them to act as a
test-bed for the new appraisal process.

Not only have we helped to shape, in a
practical way, this new benchmark, but
we have also learnt a great deal in the
process. The BBC and our stakeholders
on site are also delighted to have been
able to contribute to this important work.

Stuart Rimmer is the Project Manager
for MediaCityUK

Liverpool John Lennon Airport is
believed to be the first airport in
the UK to install wind turbines.
Two 15m high 6kW turbines
manufactured by UK specialist
company Proven Energy have been
installed either side of the main
approach road providing a dramatic
gateway and clearly visible to all
airport users. Each turbine can
generate sufficient electricity to
power a standard 4-6 bedroom
house and contributes towards the
airports electricity needs.

This is the second time that LJLA
has implemented pioneering
environmental initiatives, having
been the first UK airport to
introduce its own carbon offsetting
initiative known as “Last Call” which
matches donations to fund local
tree planting, to enhance the
community and reduce climate
change.

Andrew Dutton 
Environment Manager
Liverpool John Lennon Airport

Peel Ports have introduced an
innovative “Green Shuttle Barge”
linking the Port of Liverpool with
Manchester via the ship canal.
The barge sails several times a
week allowing standard shipping
containers to be transported in a
much more energy efficient way
than the alternative road transport.
In fact the fully laden barge will

produce just 20% of the CO2

emissions generated by a fleet of
loaded trucks carrying the same
cargo. Not only is this good for the
environment, but congestion, road
wear and noise are also eliminated.
As Peel expands the service, with

a new “bus stop” at Irlam, more
companies are coming on board
with this eco-friendly distribution
method; like organic foods
manufacturer Uren Food Group
who have been shipping molasses
on the green barge. Tesco is
another frequent customer,
bringing in cases of wine for
distribution in Manchester. Further
investments are planned to expand
this service

Captain Steve Gobbi
Marine and Environment Director
Peel Ports

The UK Government has set
out ambitious goals to
reduce carbon emissions by
80% in 2050 and part of this
will involve substantially
reducing emissions from
new developments.

A couple of years ago the
concept of “zero carbon”
homes and buildings was
proposed - that is to say
homes and buildings that
consume no carbon in their
day- to-day operation 
(there is still carbon embedded
in the construction materials,
of course).

Now we are at the stage
where the detailed definition 
of what exactly zero carbon
means has been published 
for consultation.

At the core of the definition is
the degree to which the
emissions reductions are
achieved onsite or offsite (see
the diagram accompanying

this article).
The first thing to do to reduce
emissions is to maximise the
insulation and efficiency with
which the building uses
energy. Then any economic
opportunities to generate low
emissions energy on-site
shpuld be exploited. Finally
there is a limited list of off-site
“allowable solutions” that are
proposed to make up any
short-fall.

The debate about the
proportion of on-site and 
off-site energy generation is
fascinating and Peel submitted
a view that some off-site
generation is inevitable and
that for smaller sites and for
brownfield developments the
off-site proportions may need
to be greater than for large
greenfield sites.

However the debate
concludes, the challenge of
meeting zero carbon in all our

homes by 2016 and in all
buildings by 2019 is huge.
What is clear is that we will
need to consider energy at a
much greater detail at the early
stages of projects, so that we
can take advantage of
orientation and the sites
resources to help deliver the
building performance. We will
need our architects and M&E
consultants to design to much
lower standards and we will
need to deploy much greater
levels of renewables than is
the case today. Energy will 
be the core issue on all
developments. 

With these changes there will
be opportunities, and Peel is
well placed to develop both
the on-site or off-site solutions.

MediaCityUK leads on new BREEAM process Organising for success

Peel contributes to consultation on Zero Carbon Definition
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Wind of change at Liverpool Airport

(S)Low carbon (or old transport modes fit for the 21st century)

The Green Shuttle Barge which takes container traffic off the roads 
and reduces carbon emissions.

The government is proposing that
zero carbon will be met in one of
three ways

These small yet extremely efficient turbines are proving that wind turbines at airports
can make an important contribution to sustainable energy supply

We welcome the move
towards a low carbon economy and
recognise the important contribution
that new developments will have in

mitigating climate change.
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In order to ensure that we share best
practice on sustainability across The 
Peel Group, we have put in place a
Sustainability Steering Group with 
the following members:

• David Glover
(Chair) 

• Derek Hendry 
(Ports)

• Owen Michaelson
(Energy and Environment)

• Steve Gill
(Airports)

• Gordon McKinnon
(The Trafford Centre)

• Peter Nears
(Land and Property)

This team would be delighted to hear from any
readers with feedback on this newsletter or
issues you think we should consider.
It must be stressed that the Steering Group 
is not going to direct individual businesses, 
but rather to support the existing initiatives
appropriately. Each individual business will be
facing different sustainability challenges and so
it is important that they develop their own
strategy.

Where we face a common issue (such as the
Carbon Reduction Commitment), legislation to
encourage energy efficiency), the Sustainability
Steering Group will be the forum to consider a
common approach. Finally the Sustainability
Steering Group will also look at our Corporate
Social Responsibility Reporting.

Anthony Hatton
Peel Energy
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Allowable 
solutions

Carbon Compliance
(on-site + connected heat)

Energy efficiency

Our vision - to create sustainable environments where people and businesses can thrive



Ocean Gateway sets out Peel’s vision for the
North West, which firmly places over 50 of our
projects in the context of community,
environment and sustainable development for
decades to come.
The last few months have seen Peel addressing
sustainability in a more joined up fashion across
many of our businesses.

We recognised that there are countless examples of
outstanding environmental, social and sustainability
projects throughout Peel. What we weren’t doing
well enough was to share these and celebrate their
success. This newsletter is intended to address this
and to inform all our staff of what is being done to
build on these foundations.

The Trafford Centre describe their successful “Green
Team” approach which has achieved some great
environmental impacts by bringing teams together.
We also hear about wind generation at Liverpool
Airport and how sustainability means that barge
transport, common in Victorian days,
is making a comeback on the
Manchester Ship Canal.

Sustainability is also affecting many aspects of our
businesses in very practical ways. We hope that in
these pages we can inform you of some of these
issues and how these will affect what we do. In this
Newsletter we feature an item about “the definition
of Zero Carbon”, which will have a big impact on
future developments.

There is a strong mandate from the Board to achieve
even greater sustainability in all that we do. The
article “Organising for Success” describes how the
new Sustainability Steering Group will support Peel
businesses address this challenge.

I hope you find this newsletter informative. Please do
not hesitate to give me your feedback and make
suggestions for topics we can cover in future.

David Glover is Construction Director and
Chair Sustainability Steering Group; as well as 
Main Board Director.

Trafford Centre Green Scheme
The Trafford Centre Green Scheme is the focal point
for all our environmental initiatives. The scheme is
made up of a panel of employees from across all
departments, who meet regularly to push forward our
eco-revolution.

Part of the vital work done by our Green Scheme
involves researching the new technologies that will
make us a greener business. Recent projects have
included the introduction of LED lighting and waterless
urinals.

Carbon emissions are continually monitored and
assessed. Our goal is to reduce our carbon footprint
by 10% in the next year, and our long term aim is to
create a carbon neutral shopping centre.

With regard to waste, a huge issue for any shopping
centre, our recycling system ensures that around 20
tonnes of cardboard, half a tonne of plastic and
thousands of glass bottles are separated ready for
recycling each week. Our targets for the next year are

an increase in the volume recycled by a further 50%
and we continue to host seminars for our stores and
restaurants to support the key role they have to play in
waste management.

The Trafford Centre was delighted to be the inaugural
winner of the Environmental Award at The Trafford
Business Awards 2008, of which there is more
information on The Trafford Centre web site.

Alison Reid
Community Development Manager 
for The Trafford Centre

Peel are adding value to our local
communities wherever we operate, looking
to live our vision of ‘creating sustainable
environments where people and businesses
can flourish’

Public Space
• Bringing waterways back into public use. Peel are assisting in the
improvement of up to 35 miles of canal side along the Bridgewater
Way for cycling, walking and community use. Working in partnership
with the local authorities and national organisations, we hope to assist
in promoting healthier modes of transport and re-engaging
communities with some of the excellent facilities that surround them.

Regeneration
• As part of the regeneration process in Partington we donated
£150,000 to Broadoak High School to help in its aim of achieving
school of excellence status for its sporting performance. In conjunction
with Manchester United and the football foundation we are helping
support the school in the development of its facilities and curriculum
activities.

Charitable Giving
• As a focus for our current charitable activity we are supporting the
new Manchester Children’s hospital appeal with a Group wide target
to raise £1.4 million over two years. This was started via a charitable
donation of £1million to the hospital and is being supported by a

range of fundraising activity including the first ever swim of the
Manchester Ship Canal (some 36 miles), by James Whittaker over two
days. The swim raised in excess of £150,000 and separately The
Trafford Centre is aiming to raise £100,000.

Employee Engagement
• A 27 strong Peel team of runners for the 2009 Manchester 10k
Great Run successfully completed the event and received the Runner-
up award for the Mixed Large Business team entry. The total
sponsorship raised was £2,853.54 and thanks were sent to all those
who contributed to this donation which we were able to send to The
New Childrens Hospital Appeal.
We are very interested to hear of all the excellent community activity
going on across the business so if you have a story to tell, or an
activity you would like to advertise send your contributions to: 
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Adding value to our local communities

Did you know?

Inside this issue:

• Peel has contributed over 
£2 million to the community in 
the last 12 months

• We operate Englands 2nd 
largest on-shore windfarm at 
Scout Moor in Lancashire.
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Teamwork makes all the difference

community@peel.co.uk

Scout Moor wind farm - developed and operated by Peel
Energy, is England’s largest on-shore wind farm, generating
enough electricity to meet the needs of 40,000 homes.


